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Session Addresses Pastoral Vacancy 

 Session met in a Called Meeting July 21, 2010 

to address the issue of the pastoral vacancy which 

occurred when TJ Parlette accepted a call to First 

Presbyterian Church of Rochester, Minnesota.  Most 

years Session is on recess during the months of July and 

August.   

 

 In response to this vacancy the Session members 

are working swiftly and diligently to discern Godôs 

purpose for our church.  They are exploring several 

options offered by Presbytery and are excited about the 

process by which we can discover the candidate God 

has already selected for us.   

 

 Additional information will be coming as the 

process continues.   

 

 Your prayers and support are needed as we, a 

body of Christ, explore this new opportunity.   
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 Upcoming Worship  

August 1        Rev. Thomas Prosser 

Communion 
Hosea 11: 1-11; Psalm 107: 1-9, 43; 

Colossians 3: 1-11; Luke 12: 13-21 

Rev. Prosser is a retired pastor residing 

in Emlenton. 
 

August 8          Bill Kutz  
Isaiah 1: 1, 10-20; Psalm 50: 1-8, 22-

23; Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16; Luke 12: 

32-40 
Bill is a member who graciously agrees 

to lead us in worship. 
 

August 15        Ron Rider 
Isaiah 5: 1-7; Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19; 

Hebrews 11: 29-12: 2; Luke 12: 49-56 
Ron Rider led us in worship last August.  

Ron is on the faculty of Clarion 

University and coaches the menôs 

basketball team.  
 

August 22         Bob Bickerstaff 
Jeremiah 1: 4-10; Psalm 71: 1-6;  

Hebrews 12: 18-29; Luke 13: 10-17 

Bob is the coordinator of Truckstop 

Ministries and Helping Hands outreach.   

 

August 29   Linda Taylor  
Jeremiah 2: 4-13, Psalm 81: 1, 10-16; 

Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 
Linda is a member who graciously agrees 

to lead us in worship. 

 

Please note:  As we welcome new faces 

to the pulpit to lead worship each week 

there may we weeks that the leader will 

choose to follow readings apart from 

these lectionary selections. 

 

 

   The choirs will begin practicing 

again on Thursday, Sept 2
nd

  at 

6:30pm for voice and 7:30pm for 

bells.  

Anyone interested in singing or 

ringing should come out and join us.  

We're a fun and welcoming group!  

No lifetime commitment necessary. 

 
 

 



 

  

 

  

 

 
Summer 
Worship 
Schedule 
Begins 
June 6th 

 
Worship will begin  

at 10:00 am 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Begins at 9:00 am  

 

      August 29
th

  

     Everyone is invited to attend a covered dish picnic 

immediately following worship on Sunday, August 

29
th
.  Take this opportunity to catch up with friends 

and neighbors before the hectic fall season begins. 

     Bring a covered dish to share and meet in the 

Education Building for some good food and 

fellowship.   

Summer 
Worship 
Schedule 
Continues 
through  

August 29 th 
 

Worship will begin  
at 10:00 am 

 
Adult Sunday School 

Begins at 9:00 am  

 
 

The office will be open  
7 am-2 pm 

through August 31 st   

Beginning September 1 st  
office hours will be  

8 am-3 pm 

 

    
In the near future the Nominating Committee will be 

looking for people willing to serve on the committee 

that will find our new pastor.  Check the bulletins for 

more information. If you are interested in serving  

please contact Carolyn Motter or the office. 



 

  
 

 
 

Vacation Bible School was very successful!  We had 30 

children attend throughout the week.   

 

A huge THANK YOU to the following teachers ï Lacretia 

and Jeff Lachnicht, Stasia Coon, Katie Fitzgerald, Jackie 

Keys, Kristie Taylor, Jen Weaver, Christine Dennison and 

Janet Dennison.    

 

We couldnôt have done it without our great teen helpers -  

Ashley King, Alanna Reitz, Aaron Ray, Billy Lachnicht, 

Amanda Keys, Laken Fitzgerald, Nick Reitz, Malorri 

Fleming, Morgan Reinard, Amanda Ray, Taite Truman, 

Cailin Byerly, Frank Paden, Brooke Fitzgerald, Hope 

Gauglin and Madi Davie.          

 

Special Thanks to Carole Briggs and Ann Kelso for the 

very important snacks and picnic foods.   

 

Some decorations were donated by Pam and David 

Hendersonôs son who works for www.partycheap.com ï 

Thank you!   

 

I want to thank the children, parents and congregation for 

their support and hope that we can make next yearôs VBS 

even better! 

 

Bibles will be presented 

Sunday, September 12.  

Parents - If you have a 

3rd  grader this fall or 

an older child that did 

not receive a bible, 

please contact Karen 

Ray by August 9 th . 
 

Sunday School Kick-

off September 12!!   

We are in need of 

Sunday School 

t eachers for the 

Junior High, 

Preschoolers and  

K-2 graders.  If you 

are unable to 

commit to every 

Sunday, teachers 

may share the role 

by alternating 

months.  Substitute 

t eachers needed for 

all grades.  If you 

are willing to teach, 

please contact 

Karen Ray. 

 

Karen Ray 

Home 849-4873  Cell 715-1263 

e-mail -  youthministries@brookvillepresby.org 

 

http://www.partycheap.com/


 

    
 

 
The Youth Group had several game 

booths and a free face-painting table 

during Laurel Festivalôs Family Fun 

Night.  They raised $291.50.  

 

Thank you to Vicki Mason and Vicki 

Storey for getting our donated prizes.  

Thank you to Clair and Carolyn 

Motter, Lacretia Lachnicht, Katie 

Fitzgerald, Bryan Stamler, Taite 

Truman, Amanda Ray, Alanna Reitz, 

Nick Reitz, Cailin Byerly, Frank 

Paden, Laken Fitzgerald and Becky 

McCracken for their help with the 

games and face painting.  Thank you 

to all who came out that night to 

support the youth. 

 

Youth Group Outing  August 15 
 

Youth Group will meet in the church parking lot Sunday, 

August 15, at 5:45pm, to car pool to the Hendersonôs 

House at the End of the Road Bed and Breakfast in 

Summerville.   

 

We will play games and have a bon fire. Drinks, hot dogs 

and chips provided by the Hendersons.  

 

Home by 10:00pm.   

 

Bring friends!  

  

RSVP to Karen by August 9
th

. 
 

 
 

 

 
ñThose of you who helped with VBS 

 -  you know who you are -         

deserve special thanks.ò 



 

  

 ECHOES OF ST. PAUL: A REPORT ON THE 219TH GENERAL  

ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.) 
   Minneapolis, Minnesota ï July 3-10, 2010 
 

 
    About 900 commissioners and advisory delegates worshiped and prayed, deliberated and 

discerned, all aiming to advance the mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). They 

gathered under the theme, ñOut of the believerôs heart shall flow rivers of living waters.ò   

     As always, the GA began with the election of a moderator. Cynthia Bolbach, an elder and 

lawyer from Arlington, Va., was elected against a field of five ministers. Bolbach told the 

assembly: ñElders rule.ò 

    After three days of working in committees, the commissioners voted to adopt a simplified 

Form of Government section of the churchôs Book of Order. This mission-focused document, 

if ratified next year by a majority of the 173 presbyteries, will jettison hundreds of rules, 

entrusting judgment calls to local governing bodies. 

   The assembly voted to form a commission to accelerate the reorganization of some 

presbyteries and synods. They specified that the commission could act only with agreement by 

the affected governing bodies.  

   The GA voted to add the Belhar Confession to The Book of Confessions. Written in South 

Africa to eliminate Apartheid, it calls for an end to racism and subjugation, and calls for equal 

rights under the Lordship of Christ. Final adoption requires ratification by 2/3s of the 

presbyteries plus a final assembly vote in 2012. 

    The commissioners made peace among Middle East peacemakers. After several Jewish 

organizations erupted with cries of anti-Semitism this past spring over a report by the Middle 

East Study Committee, the GA committee struggled to find its way. Finally, a cluster of 

commissioners and other PC(USA) leaders huddled together across ideological lines, 

generating a set of amendments that were added by the assembly committee. In a stunning, 

Damascus Road moment ï some leaders called it a miracle ï the committee voted 

unanimously to adopt the modified document, and the Assembly followed with an 82 percent 

affirmative vote. Leaders of both the Jewish and Palestinian communities expressed their 

gratitude.  

   A second study that bridges theological understandings of Christians and Jews met 

resistance due to the absence of Palestinian Christiansô participation in the study. The report 

was referred back to the writing team with instructions to consult with them and report back in 

2012.  

     The commissioners did adopt for study a paper assessing theological understandings 

between Christians and Muslims.  

    The GA authorized a special committee to retranslate the Heidelberg Catechism ï originally 

written in German in 1563. The committee identified scores of problems in the existing 

translation. They will join with scholars from the Reformed Church and the Christian 

Reformed Church who already are retranslating Heidelberg for their adoption.    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       The study of apostolic teaching on family life continues as the GA sent out for study both 

majority and minority reports addressing same-sex marriage. They took no action on calls to 

allow same-sex weddings in states where that is allowed.  

     The churchôs struggle to find one mind regarding the ordination of those in same-sex 

partnerships will be tested in presbyteries for the fifth time in 14 years, as they will be asked 

to ratify a new constitutional amendment (approved by 373 to 323). It requires officers to 

submit ñjoyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christò in all aspects of life, but would remove the 

requirement that candidates for ordination live a life of ñfidelity within a marriage between a 

man and a woman or chastity in singleness.ò  

      Consistent with the denominationôs longstanding commitment to equal rights for gays and 

lesbians, the GA called upon the Board of Pensions to provide medical benefits for those in 

committed same-gender relationships and their dependent children.  

     The Assembly also re-established its collegiate ministries department and passed 

resolutions on gun violence, poverty, the Afghanistan War, the Gulf oil spill, immigration, and 

women being coerced to end or continue a pregnancy. 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty Grunstra attends 219
th
 

General Assembly of the 

PC(USA) as commissioner from 

Kiskiminetas Presbytery.   

 
Bettyôs Thoughts on GA 
 

    What a wonderful experience to go to General Assembly as a commissioner from 

Kiskiminetas Presbytery. 

    In preparation for the meeting I spent many hours reading a lot of material, attending four 

orientation meetings, going to Pittsburgh to hear about the Jewish communityôs feeling about 

a book to be presented at GA, and spending time on the computer learning more.  It was all 

worth it.   

    Our wider church is awesome.  My committee met for three days and discussed  marriage 

issues and civil union and how they would impact the church. The last  four days were in 

plenary when we heard the reports of all the committees and acted on the recommendations.   

    I met many friends, made new ones, enjoyed the fellowship, worked very hard, and had a 

good time.  It was an honor and a privilege to serve you. 

 

Adapted from an article  
 BY JACK HABERER, Outlook editor 



 

 

  

 

"I am the 

resurrection and the 

life. He who 

believes in me will 

live, even though he 

dies; 
26

and whoever 

lives and believes in 

me will never die.ò 
                 John 11:25 

 

 

Session Meeting 

August 18
th

 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Office Hour Notes  

The office will close at 
12:00 noon                 

August 18, 19, and 20  

   I n Memory 
   Richard M. Fenstermaker 

   June 11, 2010 

 

   Helen McKinley 

   June 15, 2010 

 
   Bruce Wohnsiedler 

   July 17, 2010 

 

 

Quilt Group  t o Meet  

August 6 th  -  8:30 am 

Education Building  

Come to cut, sew, sort 

or chat.  

 

 



 


